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Akt. XXXVI.— Handbook of Ophthalmology. By Prof. C. Schweigger, of 
the University of Berlin. Translated from the third German edition. By 
Porteh Parley, M.D., Rochester, N. Y. 8vo. pp. 555. Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1878. 

We have here presented, for the first time, to the English reading public the 
well-known Handbook of Scliweigger, of which the first edition in the original 
appeared in 1871. The preface which accompanied the first edition has been 
omitted, whether by the author or translator we have at present no means of de¬ 
ciding; but in either case we think it unfortunate, inasmuch as our author clearly 
states therein that his readers must bring with them the necessary knowledge of 
optics, anatomy, and physiology, and, furthermore, that he by no means expects 
to enable the student to dispense with attendance on clinical demonstrations 
and lectures. The book, therefore, calls for the most careful and attentive read¬ 
ing on the part of those not moderately well versed in the subjects of which it 
treats; and this is all the more necessary on account of the terse and condensed 
style of the author. Indeed we cannot read far without recognizing the same 
vigorous hand and trenchant style which we find in his Lectures on the Use of 
the Ophthalmoscope (18G4). 

Occasionally it seems to us the author’s own enthusiasm and interest in special 
subjects have induced him to expand these to the detriment of others of more 
practical importance to the profession and to the public. Thus, when treating 
of strabismus, lie has given us a most carefully elaborated discussion of the 
subject of the “suppression of retinal images” and of “identical retinal points,” 
while he dismisses briefly the increasing prevalence of near-sightedness in schools 
and colleges; and, indeed, while quoting Cohn’s first investigations on the sub¬ 
ject, he omits all reference to the more recent statistics thereon. 

At every turn, however, we recognize the careful practitioner and experienced 
observer, and the book fairly bristles with useful hints to those reading it carefully. 
Hr. Farley has done his part of the work well, and has given us a faithful 
reproduction of the original. p -y 


Art. XXXVII.— Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of New 
York for the Year 1877. 8vo. pp. 479. Albany, 1877. 

The large aud handsome volume published by the New York Society lias very 
little eloquence, but a large amount of practical observation, by practical men 
and for practical use. 

Prof. R. W. Pease earnestly commends the treatment of urethral stricture by 
the methods and instruments employed by Dr. Otis. When the measurements 
are carefully made, and the strictural fibres completely divided, so as to restore 
the normal calibre, he asserts that the Cure is speedy aud permanent, without 
continued use of bougies. Forty-five cases are tabulated. These appear to sup- 
port the claims made for the treatment. 

Indo-choroidilis, apparently dependent on pymmie infection after child-birth 
is treated ot by Dr. T. R. Pooley. The one case here reported proved fatal. 

Recovery from a puncturing wound, made by a jagged iron fragment, believed 
to luive penetrated the liver, as well as the lung and diaphragm, is reported by 
Dr. Parmelee. The eleventh rib was divided by the accident. 
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Two gentlemen report recoveries from very severe cranial fractures at the 
base. One ease was a lad, the other a very young man. In one, serious loss of 
brain-substance and a fungous growth occurred. In the other were symptoms 
strongly pointing to injury of the connections between brain and cord. Furious 
delirium, as if from meningitis, appeared in this latter case. In the other pa¬ 
tient, paralysis of the portio dura persisted, while affection of the vision and the 
ocular muscles had nearly disappeared at date of report. IV e presume neither 
reporter would very confidently assure the continued freedom of their patients 
from cerebral symptoms. As to the acute and immediate troubles, liowevei, we 
may call them recoveries. 

i)r. Austin Flint very ably exhibits the reasons which lead him to look 
upon pneumonia as a constitutional disease rather than a local; a specific fever 
rather than a circumscribed inflammatory lesion. A priori, it would be hard to 
say why there should not be a pneumonic fever as well as variolous, a scarlet, or 
an intestinal. Juergensen, Dr. W. H. Draper, and other eminent writers have 
advanced the same idea. The arguments, as here very briefly but forcibly put, 
seem to us almost conclusive, at least as to the presumptive truth of these recent 
views. From the notes given of the discussion which followed this paper,^ it 
would appear that the notion of pneumonia being “an essential fever,” with 
“ a characteristic lesion like smallpox or scarlet fever’ (quoted fiom Draper, 
with approval), caused not a little commotion in the minds of the more conserva¬ 
tive members. To consider lung fever the effort of nature to eliminate a blood- 
poison must certainly have suggested many reflections pregnant with conse- 

quences. # . 

l)r. Mary P. Jacobi presents an admirable report of two instructive eases ot 
masked epilepsy. The account very well illustrates—if the diagnosis vyas cor¬ 
rect, as we believe—the obscure and hidden ways in which this terrible disease is 
sometimes manifested, or rather perhaps we should say, concealed. 

Dr. McFarland notices the increasing use oi hypodermic opiate medication 
at the discretion, or indiscretion, of patients. It seems to us that lie has not 
quite strongly enough indicated the peculiar and singular lasciuation which this 
mode of administration has for its devotees. He fully recognizes the fact, how¬ 
ever, that the “ opium habit” is sooner formed through the hypodermic than 
through stomachic exhibition. Opium “antidotes,” of late so much vaunted by 
circulars and other methods, are believed by him to be invariably composed of 
the “ hair of the dog that bit” their unlucky dupes. A friend of his has col¬ 
lected twenty-eight different “opium cure” circulars. At least five of these are 
named as having been tested chemically, and found to contain opium. 

Fatty embolism, as illustrated by a fatal case, is treated of by Dr. Wm. H. 
Bailey. A trivial flesh wound was followed by deposit of pus under the deep 
fasciae of the thigh, great constitutional irritation, dyspnoea, delirium, and death. 
The blood was found loaded with fat-globules, and with considerable occlusion of 
capillaries in the lungs and liver, caused by the presence of these minute spheres. 

Believing that the rage for novelty, in drugs as elsewhere, leads to frequent 
neglect of useful agents longer known, Dr. Pomeroy, of Newark, directs at¬ 
tention to the virtues of muriate of ammonia as an alterative and neurotic. We 
are inclined to agree with him that the powers of this remedy have been some- 
what forgotten of late. 

Cases of sudden death, with no discoverable lesion; operative procedures for 
relief of uterine ailments, cleft palate, etc., with drawings of instruments ; nitrite 
of amyl in hooping-cough; the relief of prostatic obstruction by a retained cathe¬ 
ter/these and several other subjects are briefly treated in a suggestive manner. 

B. L. If. 



